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concrete hardship to the governed.    Under Pitt's policy Eng-
land's cause in Europe was essentially the cause of dynasties,
and only casually and rarely the cause of freedom.    Fox
wished it to be the cause of freedom, and only the cause of
dynasties when dynasties were protecting freedom.    It was'
the result of the course that Pitt followed that for thirty years |
England pursued a policy in Europe of which it is not an unfair j
description to say, that the chief glory of her foreign policy \
since has consisted in reversing it.    The first consequence of
Pitt's policy and Pitt's subsidies was the second partition of
Poland, and there was a bitter truth in Fox's satire that in
crushing Kosciusko  the King of Prussia was carrying out
the spirit of the policy to which Pitt committed England.1
Pitt himself had as little respect as the King of Prussia for
the rights or the sensibilities  of peoples.     He  proposed
without the slightest provocation to destroy the Republic of
Genoa and to add Genoa to the swollen possessions of the
Hapsburgs, and, when this design was abandoned from fear
of Russian jealousy, the annexation of Genoa to Sardinia
was  substituted  for it     He  proposed  to   place Belgium
against its will under Holland, and this scheme was prized
by his successors as one of the chief treasures of his states-
manship.     In  all  his  dispositions  for  battle  against the
Revolution  and  against Napoleon, he proceeded  on  the
assumption that the peoples of Europe might be neglected,
if the sovereigns of Europe could be bribed or threatened
into war, and that the cause of social order was the cause of
dynastic expansion.
The first fruits of this policy were seen after 1814.
It had been Pitt's leading idea that nothing was a crime
if it aggrandised Austria as a rival to France. After 1814
the foreign policy of England was the foreign policy of
Austria, the foreign policy of the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle,
and the rehabilitation of precarious tyranny. Plunder, and
robbery, and the breaking of faith were not only condoned but
encouraged, where they were the acts of men who had some
1 See Fox's Speeches, vol. v. p. 404.